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25 May 2026 

Lornay Environmental Consultants 

Hermanus 

ATT: Michelle Naylor 

 

Dear Michelle 

 

Specialist Botanical Input: Romansbaai Abalone Farm (Ptn 2 Farm 711); 

Comment on layout Alternative 5 Rev C (dated 20 May 2026) 

 

The layout for the proposed expansion of the Aqunion Abalone farm at 

Romansbaai has been further revised in response to environmental concerns 

regarding the level of impact associated with some of the proposed facilities. In 

particular the seawater reservoir has been reduced in size to 7000m2, and it has 

been moved as close as possible to the existing reservoir.  

 

My original Botanical Assessment of November 2024 assessed the impact of the 

construction of the then 20 000m2 seawater reservoir as Medium to High 

negative. This impact was driven by its large size and the fact that more than 

50% of it would have been located within an area mapped as High botanical 

sensitivity.  

 

The latest Layout 5 (20 May 2026) has reduced this footprint to 7000m2, and less 

than 35% of the footprint will be in the High sensitivity area, with most of it in 

Low and Medium sensitivity areas. The overall botanical significance of this 

footprint is thus now reduced to a Low to Medium negative level. This Layout 5 is 

thus now the preferred development alternative.  

 

This level of botanical impact does not require any biodiversity offset or off-site 

conservation contribution, as the applicant has demonstrated willingness to avoid 

and set aside the bulk of the High sensitivity natural vegetation on site for 

purposes of this development application. Some of this High sensitivity area will 
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also be impacted by the proposed Solar Array, but it is a relatively small 

proportion, also with a Low to Medium negative significance. All other mitigation 

proposed in my Impact Assessment of 2024 should still be implemented.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Nick Helme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


